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Garrison Art Center is pleased to present Therefore | Am. Curated by multimedia artist Greg Slick, the show spotlights eight
established and emerging artists whose practice includes highly personal film and video. The seven featured films and videos
explore a variety of subject matter—identity, obsessions, personal demons, family, and friends—from which the artists can be
said to extrapolate a sense of selfhood embodied as art. In addition, the work spans a range of genres, including experimental
narrative, non-narrative, performance video, and home movies.

Brian Doyle’s films reveal the subtleties and strangeness within the collision of cultural and natural phenomena, while attempt-
ing to explore the notion of the common experience. His award-winning videos have been shown on television; in film festivals,
including the 2011 Tribeca Film Festival; museums; and in galleries worldwide. The Ice Intrigue (2007, super 8 transferred to
DVD, 6:00 min.) references a home movie style to nostalgically capture a reunion of friends at a cabin in Vermont. Themes of
love, loss, solitude, relationships, and the road not taken are examined as the group moves through a frozen, poetically por-
trayed landscape.

Richard Kroehling has extensive credits in television, music videos, art film and video, and feature films. His work has been
screened at major museums such as The Museum of Modern Art in New York, in film festivals, and on television networks
worldwide. Dollarland (2011, DVD, 3:52 min.) is a film poem that uses obsessive, repetitive, hallucinatory imagery to explore
the intrusion of invisible violence into our innermost lives as perpetrated by a capitalistic society. A meditation on longing for
the beloved, Blue (2010, DVD, 2:20 min.) is the outcome of two deconstructed movies that Kroehling directed. According to
Kroehling, “| added new landscapes, re-photographed the scenes, using my own staccato hand-made optical printer projector
and reshaped them into a single cinematic ‘painting’—only to find plot and story again, intact.”

Marko Maetamm is a multimedia artist based in Tallinn, Estonia. He shows his work in major museums and galleries interna-
tionally, and has represented his country, Estonia, twice in the Venice Biennale. In the entirely text-based No Title (2007, DVD,
16:09 min.) Maetamm’s longstanding theme of familial angst takes a dark yet hilarious turn in the form of a circular, first person
narrative about a frustrated, homicidal artist and father who finally finds a way to eliminate the intrusion of family responsibilities
into his art making.

Mollie McKinley’s trans-disciplinary work encompasses video art, installation, photography, performance, sound, and film. Her
work has been shown in exhibitions and screenings in Europe and the US, including the infamous “Brucennials” organized by
the Bruce High Quality Foundation in New York City. McKinley’s mysterious performative video Sun Threshold/Fire Magic
(2011, HD video on DVD, 18:00 min.) features the artist and her co-performer, Ben Carver, working improvisationally and
intuitively in a deer blind in a remote part of Appalachia. Together they create a ritual based on concepts from ancient Vedic
philosophy, existentialism, symbolic imagery of the Sun Tarot card, Native American ceremony, and shamanic beliefs.

Therese McPherson and Athena Torri are based in Beacon, New York. McPherson is a multidisciplinary artist with interests
in writing, video, photography, animation, painting, and printmaking. Torri is a photographer who has worked for and assisted
artists Nan Goldin and Corrine Botz. Their collaborative piece, Hey, Will You Hold Me? (2012, DVD), looks at the artists’
relationship with each other, the dynamics of family with respect to the artists’ relationship, and how the roles of femininity and
masculinity can fluctuate in the domestic setting.

Brian Stinemetz has been included in a number of solo and group exhibitions in the US. Believing that the idea should dictate
the medium, Stinemetz crafts videos that deal with themes of de-evolution in technology by exploring the space between digital
precision and the imperfection of the human hand. The minimalist gem I’'m No. 1 ’'m No 1 (2011, DVD, 8:00 min.) uses Flash
animation to starkly dramatize the ongoing struggle to locate and position oneself in one’s surroundings. Through the repetition
of a simple message that alternates between first person experience and implied third person judgments on egotism and self-
effacement, the content soon becomes blurred, ultimately questioning the very existence of self.

August Ventimiglia is based in Wellesley, Massachusetts and Gorham, Maine. His work has been shown in major museums
and galleries nationally and internationally. Ventimiglia’s multidisciplinary work often utilizes themes of process and material-

ity to investigate cultural experiences. Practice Practice (2007, DVD, 15:20 min.) is a formal piece featuring a close-up of the
artist’s mouth repeating the word “practice.” By rehearsing the single word over and over, Ventimiglia creates a self-referential
action that embodies the meaning of that action—yet each utterance reads as unique. This disjunction between what should be
consistent and uniform and what is not, and the inability of Ventimiglia to actually perfect the utterance over time, keeps us on
edge.

Greg Slick is a multimedia artist and independent curator based in Beacon, NY. He is the founder and co-director of The Art-
ist's Statement Picture Show, a project that screens work by emerging and established artists operating in the mediums of film,
video art, and new media. Slick has also curated exhibitions at various venues, including the Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art in
New Paltz, NY, and was the co-owner and co-director of the gallery GO NORTH: A Space for Contemporary Art, in Beacon, NY.
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